
RARE: Resource Assistance for Rural Environments

Year 22, 2015-2016

McKenzie Community Development

The Ford Family McKenzie River Ac  on Team is a con  nua  on of the Ford Ins  tute Leadership 
Program and is composed of 10 community volunteers and an NAO facilitator, Amy Carlson. 
The funding is provided by the Ford Family Founda  on. The Blue River Community Develop-
ment Corpora  on is the 501(c)(3) that supports the ongoing work.

The RARE par  cipant with McKenzie Community Development will work on enhancing mem-
bership in the McKenzie River Chamber of Commerce, Tourism Commi  ee, and other des-
ignated volunteer organiza  ons, and will also work on increasing and organizing community 
volunteers. Addi  onally, the RARE par  cipant will work with Blue River to rezone a wastewater 
treatment system. The RARE par  cipant will also work with Willame  e Na  onal Forest: Chil-
dren’s Forest to assist with projects and help with community engagement. Finally, the RARE 
par  cipant will identify sustainable funding for future staff  posi  ons by incorpora  ng funding
opportunities into development project plans.
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Meet Ashley Adelman
Ashley received her bachelor of science in Planning, Public Policy and Management and in 
Environmental Studies with a minor in Geography from the University of Oregon. As a student, 
Ashley worked as a student advisor for the Environmental Studies program, assis  ng current 
and prospec  ve students with planning their degrees and helping the program iden  fy new 
courses suitable for major curriculum. Ashley also interned with Schoolhouse Garden, where 
she promoted the program, led and co-led service projects, and wrote grants to secure $15,000 
of funds. During her year with the RARE Program, Ashley hopes to u  lize the knowledge she has
gained throughout her educa  on to enhance community connec  ons to the outdoors, especially
for children. Following her year with RARE, Ashley plans to obtain her permaculture design cer  fi cate
while improving her Spanish language skills, and she would eventually like to own and operate a
sustainability educa  on center for long- and short-term guests.




