
RARE: Resource Assistance for Rural Environments

Year 22, 2015-2016

City of Rogue River

Established in 1912, the City of Rogue River is located in southwestern Oregon just off  Inter-
state 5. Nestled along the banks of the Rogue River amidst forested mountains and tree-lined 
streets, this rural gem has been recognized as a Tree City USA for 30 years and coun  ng. The 
City’s current popula  on is 2,155.

The RARE par  cipant placed with the City of Rogue River will work on upda  ng the land use 
code by comparing the exis  ng land use code with the state’s model code and ‘melding’ the 
two documents to create something more usable. The RARE par  cipant will also research and 
evaluate all TMDL ac  vi  es and create a TMDL work plan for city implementa  on. In addi-
 on, the RARE par  cipant will u  lize a handheld GPS unit to map key points in city wastewater 

infrastructure and map water ou  alls, and will use the city’s GIS system to iden  fy vacant city 
land areas for future development. Finally, the RARE par  cipant will work to create an update 
of counter tax maps by transferring the informa  on on exis  ng maps to a new set of tax maps.
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Meet Elisabeth Dawson
Elisa received her bachelor’s degree in both Geography and in Community, Environment and 
Planning with a minor in Global Health from the University of Washington. As a student, Elisa 
worked with the King County Department of Parks and Natural Resources in Sea  le, WA, where 
she worked to support outreach and communica  on on natural resources and King County 
programs to diverse communi  es. A  er a  aining her bachelor’s degree, Elisa served in Ameri-
Corps at Purgatoire Watershed Partnership in Trinidad, CO, where she designed and executed 
resource planning and public engagement documents such as the Purgatoire River Watershed 
Plan, the Community Wildfi re Protec  on Plan, and the City of Trinidad Source Water Protec-
 on Plan. While serving another year in AmeriCorps through the RARE Program Elisa hopes to 

advance her professional ap  tude, open her understanding of diff erent geographical areas, and
learn from her involvement in serving underserved areas. A  er her year with RARE, Elisa hopes 
to work in the fi eld of resource managing or policy in a posi  on that will allow her to integrate 
her interests in natural resources, community development, and serving a greater good.


